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Applicability of Radiation - Response Models
to Low Dose Protection Standards:
Topical Planning Meeting Minutes
Tuesday March 14, 2017

Present:
Alan Waltar, Wanda Munn, Mike Lawrence, Jerry Woodcock, Steve Baker, Mike Leimon, Darrell Fisher, Tony Brooks, Ron Kathren, Kris Troyer, Paul Rittmann, Wayne Glines, Bob Tibbats

Not Present:
Virginia Cleary-Ivanoff, Anna Markham

Attachments:
1. Agenda Transmittal
2. Agenda
3. Justification for Department of Energy Funds
4. Contact Status
5. Tours
6. Notes

Alan convened the meeting in accordance with the Agenda.  The minutes of the February 7 meeting were accepted without comment.

Technical Program

Darrell reported on the Technical Program status.  The Announcement for the Topical was published in the January Health Physics Society newsletter, and the Call for Papers was published in the March Health Physics Society newsletter.

The Health Physics Society and the American Nuclear Society have slightly different terminology with respect to making a Call for Papers.  The topic was clarified by subsequent discussion.  With this call, we are requesting that those interested in speaking at the conference submit a title and abstract to the conference website by 1 May 2017.  We will use the response to plan the program.

Tony has contacted the individuals assigned to him on List A.  He also suggested also contacting Tony Hooker from Australia.  Doug Boreham has offered to pay for Tony’s expenses.  The committee encouraged Tony to invite Tony Hooker.

Darrell said that Carol Marcus is the only response that he has received from his contacts.  She said that she would not participate unless Darrell endorsed Jeff Siegel for NRC Chairman.  Darrell said that he recommended Dr. Siegel, and Carol agreed to participate.  The Health Physics Society will not recommend Dr. Siegel because he is not a society member.

Protocol for publishing Conference results were discussed.  The Health Physics Society has agreed to publish results in the Health Physics Society Journal, but the extent for the publication is not yet determined.  Paper publication of just the abstracts, with electronic publication of full papers was discussed.  Darrell pointed out that it requires extensive work on the part of the authors if we require publication in a refereed journal. Review of the papers might be limited to the Program Committee.  Further, electronic distribution could be either by disk or thumb drive, or by web site.  Charging for access to the full papers was discussed.  Since this is not a typical topical, there seemed to be agreement that, since our objective is to provide wide spread knowledge of the topical results it would be appropriate to distribute the papers on a web site with no cost to those accessing the papers. However, for credibility the URL should be identified as an established professional site.

Local Arrangements

Jerry said that there have been some management changes at the Red Lion, but that will not be a problem for us.  There will not be any other major activities scheduled during our conference, and we are not currently scheduled to use the entire facility, so we should have lots of flexibility should we need more space.

Jerry said that he had received catalogs with many items that would be appropriate for logo item handouts by conference sponsors.  Steve asked how the catalogues should be used.  Jerry said that we should pick out several items from the catalogues and suggest them to potential sponsors.  Steve and Jerry will make that selection.

Fund Raising

Tony said that he would prepare a justification for the Department of Energy to process money that they have committed to the Topical (Attached).

Alan said that he would meet with TerraPower on Thursday to solicit support, perhaps with Bill Gates as the keynote speaker.  The amount of money to request, and alternates to Bill Gates as the keynote speaker were discussed.  Wayne suggested that videotaping the conference would be good justification for the request.  Alan seemed to settle on $50,000.

Other potential sponsors were discussed.  Wayne suggested the World Nuclear Association, and the International Radiation Protection Association.  Wanda suggested China and Taiwan.

Finances

Bob asked if we were planning three lunches (there had been some discussion of alternate lunch locations).  He said that he has budgeted for three lunches which seemed to be agreeable to the committee.  Wayne asked how many vendors we would have, suggesting that they might cover some meals.  Further, box lunches would have that advantage that participants could visit vendor stations during lunch.  Steve said that he has had no responses from potential vendors.



Communications

The contacts to be made (List 2) were discussed.  Most contacts have been made.

Wanda said the Anna was keeping up on communications.  Steve is checking the mailbox twice a week.  He established a web site managing the contacts being made.  Wanda is making sure that the local section is aware of our progress.

Registration

Paul has not yet set up a registration process.  Wanda said that it is premature to do so.

Tours

Kris passed out a tours schedule and discussed it.  She plans for the conference to start Sunday with an optional tour of B Reactor.  The tour would include docents on busses giving Hanford information while traveling to and from the reactor; dinner in a tent outside of the reactor; displays, movies, and a concert inside the reactor building.  Options of less than a full meal were discussed, but in the interest of making the experience memorable, a full meal is appropriate.  There is a concert with meal on Saturday before the conference starts, so a tent will already be set up.  We will try to share costs for the tent so that we can use it also.  The cost for the tour, meal, and concert is $125.

Mike Lawrence said that the National Park Service is interested in establishing sponsorship with local professional societies.  Wanda said that the local section should support this.

Wanda discussed a meeting that she and Kris had with Collene French and Kris Kirby, the National Park superintendent in which they expressed enthusiastic support for the type of events that we are planning.  She said that Colleen also would like to get local students involved.  Wayne discussed STEM activities that he was involve in, but noted that these activities do not have a nuclear component.  He suggested that the American Nuclear Society should become involved.  Wanda, Mike and Wayne will meet to develop a plan.

Continental breakfast with light entertainment is planned for Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday.

Tuesday lunch is planned to be catered at the Columbia Basin College across the street from the Pasco Red Lion.  Monday and Wednesday lunch need to be planned.

An opening reception is planned for Monday evening at the Richland Red Lion.  An intent is to provide a pleasant place to meet and talk with a view of the river.  Planning had assumed that this would be feasible since both hotels are Red Lions, but that seems to not be clear.  Jerry will check with the hotel.

Tuesday dinner is planned at the Pasco Red Lion, probably the Keynote Banquet.  Wednesday dinner needs to be planned.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Several activities for spouses of attendees during the week.  They include shopping trips, wine tours, jet boat rides, and golf.  Thursday will be available for tours for conference attendees.  Wine tours, jet boat rides, golf, a pub crawl, a casino/cultural tour, a planetarium visit, and a Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory tour.

Wanda pointed out the since we are making events available outside of the conference working days, we need to provide room rates and options, and we should do it soon.  Jerry will check with the hotel.

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 18 April 4:00pm to 6:30pm.
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